
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5332 June 12, 2008 
WHY SHOULD WE OPEN LAND FOR 

DRILLING WHEN BIG OIL ISN’T 
EVEN DRILLING WHERE THEY 
HAVE LEASES 

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, it is no 
wonder that the only Republican solu-
tion to our record high gas prices is 
more drilling. Who would expect any-
thing less when two former oil execu-
tives occupy the White House? 

The problem is that this has been the 
Republican energy plan for the last 7 
years. It was created in secret by Vice 
President CHENEY and oil executives. 
And it is responsible for the record 
high oil prices that we all face at the 
pump today. 

Republicans claim that we could 
lower the price at the pump if we would 
only approve more and more drilling 
leases. That is their rhetoric. Here are 
the facts. Oil companies do not need 
new areas to drill. They need to focus 
on areas that are already opened to 
them. Of the 42 million acres of Federal 
land currently leased by oil and gas 
companies, only about 12 million acres 
are actually being drilled to produce 
oil and natural gas. 

Madam Speaker, if the Republican 
claims about more drilling are correct, 
why aren’t they demanding Big Oil ex-
plore drilling on the 30 million acres of 
Federal land that are already open to 
them but that they refuse to explore? 

f 

THE LAW OF SUPPLY AND 
DEMAND 

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, 2 
years ago, my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle told the American peo-
ple they had a commonsense plan to 
bring down gas prices. Unfortunately, 
we still haven’t seen this commonsense 
plan, so I would like to offer my own. 

This is a drill bit. The drill bit goes 
into the ground. Oil comes out of the 
ground. Oil goes to a refinery. Gasoline 
comes out of the refinery. More gas, 
price comes down. 

Let me repeat that for those on the 
other side who seem not able to under-
stand that. 

This is a drill bit. The drill goes down 
into the ground. Oil comes out of the 
ground. Oil goes to the refinery. Gaso-
line comes out of the refinery. More 
gas, price comes down. 

f 

THE HIGH COST OF GASOLINE 

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today for the weary 
Americans who are working harder 
than they ever have but still find 
themselves falling behind. I rise today 

for Americans all across this country 
and especially those in my home State 
of Georgia who are hurting. I rise for 
those whose wallets get thinner each 
time they go to the gas station. 

I rise for those who must decide be-
tween $4 a gallon gasoline or food for 
their family, those who must decide be-
tween $4 a gallon gasoline or paying 
the mortgage. Americans will continue 
to make these choices until we decide 
enough is enough. Let’s change our en-
ergy policy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WAUBONSIE 
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
SOCCER TEAM 
(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I rise to con-
gratulate the Waubonsie Valley War-
riors on winning the Illinois State 
Girls Soccer Championship. In the final 
tournament, the Lady Warriors won 
three consecutive games to capture the 
State title against an exceptionally 
competitive field. 

Despite the loss of Illinois Gatorade 
Player of the Year, Bri Rodriguez, who 
suffered a torn ACL in the quarterfinal 
match, the team notched a 3–0 victory 
over Belleville Althoff in the cham-
pionship. This is the second consecu-
tive State championship for the 
Waubonsie girls soccer team, which 
this season recorded an undefeated 
record of 26 wins, zero losses, and 1 tie. 

Kiki McClellan, Vanessa DiBernardo, 
and Megan Green each succeeded in 
scoring hard-earned goals during the 
championship game. And Claire Hanold 
kept her goal-keeping streak alive by 
blocking five shots and securing her 
22nd shut-out of the season. Indeed, 
every member of the team stepped up 
to bring the trophy home through her 
outstanding play. And guiding them to 
the championship was Coach Judy 
Bergstrom. 

Madam Speaker, the Warriors’ suc-
cess can be attributed to their deter-
mined spirit and strong work ethic. 
These talented young ladies have made 
their community and the entire State 
of Illinois proud. So once again, I con-
gratulate the Waubonsie Valley War-
riors on this historic achievement and 
wish them continued success in the 
years to come. 

f 

H2B VISAS 
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to raise aware-
ness of an increasing problem with H2B 
Visa abuse in my hometown of Houston 
and elsewhere. 

Fraudulent recruiters are increas-
ingly bringing in foreign workers for 
temporary, low skill positions by 
claming there is a labor shortage for 
this type of work. 

These recruiters frequently advertise 
positions with wages below what they 
should be paid, and when there are no 
responses the employers claim there is 
a labor shortage and bring in foreign 
workers to do that work. 

The Immigration and Nationality 
Act requires that the hiring of foreign 
workers will not adversely affect the 
wages and working conditions of U.S. 
workers working in the occupation in 
the area of intended employment. 

However, these regulations are not 
being strictly enforced. 

The Department of Labor has pro-
posed new procedures based on its con-
tention that its workload, and the 
workload of State workforce agencies, 
has greatly increased in recent years 
due to the H2B visa program and that 
an adequate rise in funding to meet 
that increased workload has not oc-
curred. 

The proposed changes would cover 
many aspects of the H2B visa applica-
tion process, including the moving of 
filing of State workforce agencies to 
the National Processing Centers. New 
requirements for employers to report 
on the status of their H2B employees 
should be enforced. 

I am extremely concerned about these 
changes, because current regulations are not 
being strictly enforced at the national level, or 
at the State workforce agency level and mov-
ing filings to the national processing center 
along with these other changes will not im-
prove enforcement. 

This lack of enforcement is driving down 
wages, and preventing individuals from gain-
ing experience necessary to move into higher 
paying jobs. 

Congress needs to act and should require 
recruiters to be certified or licensed to prevent 
temporary workers and their U.S. employers 
from being misled about the nature of their 
visas being defrauded or victimized by out-
rageous fees. 

This would allow oversight of the recruiting 
process which is a much-needed addition to 
the program. 

Madam Speaker, I plan to work to see that 
this issue is addressed, that these rules are 
corrected, and I urge my colleague to join me 
in fixing this problem. 

f 

ATROCITIES IN BURMA 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today over the comments made by the 
brutal generals, military dictators in 
Burma, saying that Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and rightful 
leader elected by the people, deserves 
to be flogged. Come again? 

These are the generals who 
stonewalled for weeks and refused to 
allow desperately needed humanitarian 
aid to get to the people after the cy-
clone, who order their military to at-
tack ethnic groups throughout the 
country, who in 1988 issued a blood as-
similation order to their troops to 
marry or rape the ethnic women in 
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